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“The philandering, the sexual
stuff, we added to spice up the
book,” Fariello said. “He’s not my
alter ego.”

The authors also bring in some
social asides, such as the time
Mancuso’s college-age daughter
comes home with a black eye. He
forces her to tell him who did it —
the boyfriend. Able to handle him-
self quite well in a fight, Mancuso
gets the boyfriend alone and leaves
him with swollen testicles and a
shiner of his own and a warning to
stay away from his daughter.

No good deed goes unpunished
as both daughter and mother turn
on Tony for “interfering.” 

No only can Mancuso handle
himself on the street; he is also a
frustrated, would-be concert
pianist.

He also is a cigar aficionado
who hangs around with 20-some-
things at a Tampa cigar bar and
sympathizes with their complaints
about how the Baby Bombers have
screwed things up and left it to
them to pay the price.

“I can see their point of view,”
Fariello said. “They get out of
school $100,000 in debt and no
jobs. The kids are getting ham-
mered. All of that was put in to add
spice.”

The main message of “Expert
Witness,” though, is the ubiquitous
use of “experts” to win cases at

any cost.
Fariello, who is winding down

his business, said the only solution
is to overhaul the system. Short of
that, he recommends having judges
select or at least vet expert witness-
es. He said judges should not only
ask expert witnesses for their CVs
and cases in which they testified,
but also the cases in which they
refused to take because they did
not support their clients’ claims.

“It is not an indictment of
lawyers,” Fariello said, “but of the
expert witness racket. Scoundrel
lawyers bring these rats to the sur-
face.”

Though an expert witness,
Fariello is not an attorney. Since
the book deals with a lot of law
and courtroom scenes and proce-
dures, the authors sought Wilson’s
help to advise him on the legal
aspects.

“As the book progressed,” the
author said, “we needed legal
input. I cannot say enough good
things about the man.”

Wilson said Fariello took him to
The Hill, a f ine Grosse Pointe
restaurant, to tell him he wanted to
acknowledge him in the book.

“I was blown away,” Wilson
said. “I said, ‘Sal, all the attorneys
you’ve worked with through the
years…’ I have tremendous respect
for him. He is unflappable as a wit-
ness. You can’t throw him off.”

When asked if the “expert wit-
ness racket” was as bad as the
book makes out, Wilson said, “Yes.
The big reason is to win at any
cost.”

He agrees with Fariello’s rec-
ommendations that judges select
the expert witnesses and that con-
clusions contrary to the clients be
included among the experts’ bona
fides.

Wilson also agrees with Fariello
that judges are overworked and
underpaid.

Wilson also agreed that “Expert
Witness” is pretty hard on the legal
profession. But was it justified?

“Absolutely.”
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NOVEL:
Book indicts expert witnesses

BY JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen-
ate Republicans threatened
Wednesday to block virtually all
legislation until expiring tax cuts
are extended and a bill is passed
to fund the federal government,
vastly complicating Democratic
attempts to leave their own stamp
on the final days of the post-elec-
tion Congress.

“While there are other items
that might ultimately be worthy
of the Senate’s attention, we can-
not agree to prioritize any matters
above the critical issues of fund-
ing the government and prevent-
ing a job-killing tax hike,” all 42
GOP senators wrote in a letter to
Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-
Nev. The 42 signatures are more
than enough to block action on
almost any item he wishes to
advance.

The threat does not apply to a
new arms control treaty with Rus-
sia that is pending, since it would
be debated under rules that differ
from those that apply to routine
legislation. President Barack
Obama has made ratification of
the pact a top priority.

But it does threaten Democrat-
ic attempts to lift the Pentagon’s
ban on openly gay members of
the military, and a separate item
to give legal status to young ille-
gal immigrants who attend col-
lege or serve in the military. The
tax and spending bills are likely
to be the last to pass before Con-
gress adjourns for the year.

“Republicans have pleaded
with Democrats to put aside their
wish-list to focus on the things
Americans want us to focus on.
They’ve ignored us. The voters
repudiated their agenda at the
polls. They’ve ignored them.
Time is running out. They’re
ignoring that,” Senate Republican
Leader Mitch McConnell of Ken-
tucky said in remarks on the Sen-
ate floor. “The election was a
month ago. It’s time to get seri-
ous. It’s time to focus on priori-
ties.”

McConnell and Reid were
expected to discuss the legislative
agenda later in the morning in a
meeting that was previously
scheduled.

The Democratic to-do list also
includes extending the expiring
tax cuts — although they and
Republicans differ on particulars,

as well as a measure to keep the
government in operation. But the
rest of their agenda marks an
attempt to court voters Democrats
need in 2012 to recapture the
majority.

Call it lame-duck politics.
Take the so-called Dream Act,

a measure to give young people
whose parents brought them into
the United States illegally before
they were 16 a path to legal status
by going to college or joining the
armed forces.

The measure has enjoyed some
degree of bipartisan support in
the past, and Reid, the majority
leader, vowed last month — in
the thick of his tough re-election
fight in heavily Hispanic Nevada
— to hold a vote on it when Con-
gress returned to finish its end-
of-the-year business. He said
Tuesday he’d move to overcome
GOP objections and force a test
vote, although it’s unclear when
one will occur.

Hispanic voters also played a
major role in sparing other
Democrats — including Sens.
Michael Bennet of Colorado and
Barbara Boxer of California —
from being toppled by a GOP
wave.

“There was a f irewall in the
West where Latino voters turned
out in big numbers to reward peo-
ple who championed them,” said
Frank Sharry of America’s Voice,
an immigrant advocacy group.
“We’re going to try to make it
painful” for those who oppose
efforts to give illegal immigrants
a path to legal status, he added.

Most Republicans vehemently
oppose the Dream Act, saying it
amounts to amnesty.

Hispanic groups have pushed
hard for the legislation, which
targets the most sympathetic of
the millions of undocumented
people — those brought to the
United States as children, who in
many cases consider themselves
American, speak English and
have no ties to or family living in
their native countries.

Miffed that Obama has not
done more to press for a broad
immigration overhaul to give
undocumented people a path to
legal status, the groups say the
least Democrats can do is push
through the more limited bill for
young people.

Republicans decry the strategy
of acting on such issues during
the lame-duck session, accusing

Democrats of playing politics and
ignoring the message voters sent
Nov. 2.

But Democrats also face pres-
sure from their left flank.

Gay-rights groups have criti-
cized Reid for not pushing hard
enough to repeal the “don’t ask,
don’t tell” policy against openly
gay soldiers, as the House has
already voted to do.

Reid has promised to hold a
Senate vote on the matter before
year’s end, after hearings can be
held later this week on a Penta-
gon report on the impact that
openly serving gays would have
on the military.

Republicans say they need to
examine the report, which was
issued Tuesday, before acting. It
concluded that getting rid of the
policy might cause some disrup-
tion at first but wouldn’t create
widespread or long-lasting prob-
lems.

Obama seized on the conclu-
sion to call on the Senate to act
“as soon as possible” to repeal
the ban, “so I can sign this repeal
into law this year and ensure that
Americans who are willing to risk
their lives for their country are
treated fairly and equally.”

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Blocking maneuver
GOP says it’ll block bills until tax cuts extended 

BY RICHARD LARDNER

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Following the latest baring of
U.S. secrets on the Internet, Congress is poised to pass
legislation giving employees in the most sensitive govern-
ment jobs a way to report corruption, waste and misman-
agement without turning to outside organizations like
WikiLeaks.

President Barack Obama is expected to sign the
bill, which supporters say will discourage leaks of
classified information. The legislation would allow
intelligence agency whistle-blowers to raise concerns
within their agencies instead of giving classif ied
materials to WikiLeaks or other outlets, which is ille-
gal.

Without protections spelled out in law, whistle-
blowers risk being f ired or demoted for informing
their chains of command about misconduct, according
to Tom Devine, legal director at the Government
Accountability Project. That leaves no alternative to
anonymous — and potentially damaging — leaks unless
whistle-blowers are willing to jeopardize their careers, he
said.

“Until this law is passed, WikiLeaks will continue to
be the safest option for whistle-blowers unwilling to
engage in professional suicide,” said Devine, who is coor-
dinating support for the bill from a coalition of more than
60 public interest and advocacy groups.

The Senate is expected to approve the bill this week
and send it to the House, where Democrats are planning
to pass it quickly.

In an e-mailed statement, White House spokesman Josh
Earnest called the bill “landmark legislation” that the
Obama administration hopes “will be passed promptly.”

The bill would not protect WikiLeaks or anyone who
improperly reveals sensitive information. On Sunday,
WikiLeaks, which uses the Internet to expose government
secrets, released thousands of classified State Department
documents, leaving federal officials fuming and scram-
bling to contain the damage.

No one has been charged with passing the diplomatic
cables to WikiLeaks. But suspicion is focused on Army
Pfc. Bradley Manning, an intelligence analyst arrested in

Iraq in June and charged over an earlier leak. Attorney
General Eric Holder said Monday the Justice Department
will prosecute anyone found to have violated U.S. law by
giving government documents to WikiLeaks.

The Whistleblower Protection Enhancement Act bars
workplace reprisals against employees at the CIA and
other intelligence organizations for telling their superiors
about illegal activities, abuses of authority and dangers to
public health or safety, according to a draft of the legisla-
tion.

The bill also requires the director of national intelli-
gence to set up a special review board to resolve cases
involving whistle-blowers who believe their security
clearances were suspended or revoked as punishment for

speaking out. This would mark the first time employees
with clearances will be able to dispute an agency’s deci-
sion regarding access to classified information.

It also gives expanded whistle-blower protections to
civil service employees outside the intelligence agencies,
including thousands of Transportation Security Adminis-
tration baggage screeners and headquarters staff. The
rights extend to employees who challenge the censorship
or misrepresentation of federal research.

Whistle-blowers outside the intelligence agencies
would also be able to seek a jury trial in federal court
to appeal dismissals or demotions. An earlier version
of a House bill extended this provision to intelligence
employees. But Obama administration off icials
objected, arguing classif ied information would be
compromised if these cases were heard outside a clas-
sified setting.

Rep. Edolphus Towns, D-N.Y., chairman of the
House Oversight and Government Reform Committee,
said Wednesday the legislation “provides a means of
securing justice to those individuals who are punished

for doing the right thing.”
In a bid to draw attention to the risks whistle-blowers

now face, Devine’s organization prepared a report detail-
ing the ordeals of 12 government officials whose employ-
ers sought “to enforce secrecy though repression.”

Among them is Thomas Drake, a former National
Security Agency official who reported “massive fraud,
waste and abuse” in agency surveillance programs to the
NSA inspector general’s office. 

Drake’s reward, according to the report, was an indict-
ment in April under the Espionage Act for allegedly mak-
ing unauthorized contact with a newspaper reporter after
he had exhausted all other means for disclosing the prob-
lems he witnessed.

WASHINGTON, D.C.
In WikiLeaks wake, whistle-blower bill set to pass
Obama is expected to sign bill intended to discourage leaks

The bill calls for a special review board to
resolve cases involving whistle-blowers

who believe their security clearances were
suspended or revoked as punishment for

speaking out.

Mediators
sought

The Mediation Tribunal
Association is accepting
applications for general civil
and domestic relations media-
tors under MCR 2.411 and
MCR 3.216. Contact Roscarol
Donahue for an application at
(313) 967-3346 or Rose.don-
ahue@3rdcc.org.
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